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Bay Winchester is having a tough week.As the local editor of Hemlock Cove's only newspaper, she

just happens to be present when a body is found in an area corn maze. To make matters worse, the

police believe the murder may have something to do with the occult.This wouldn't be a problem for a

normal reporter, but since Bay is descended from a well-known line of actual witches, the town is

understandably on edge.Between the suspicious townspeople, the befuddled police presence and

that random hot biker guy that may or may not have something to do with the murder -- Bay has her

hands full.When you add the typical family problems, multiplying ghosts -- and one monster of a zit

that she's sure came from her aunt's curse -- Bay is just struggling to make it through the week.Of

course, when the killer sets his sights on Bay, things could get a whole lot worse.Note: These books

are full of sarcasm and are a little bit snarky -- so read only if you like to laugh and you aren't easily

offended. This is the first book in the Wicked Witches of the Midwest mystery series.
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In the author's note at the end of this book, Lee acknowledges that her book is not for

everyone.Indeed.I won't say it was terrible, 'cause it wasn't. The author's ability to tell a story - in the



choice-of-language sense - is not bad at all. The editing...well, it wasn't great by any means, but it

wasn't *too* distracting. On paper, this sounds like it ought to be an enjoyable story.It's got its

issues, though.1. Oh sweet good god, the dialogue. Usually when I complain about a book's

dialogue, it's because the author doesn't know how to write it. It comes out sounding stilted and

unnatural. Not so in AWWYC; the author does that part just fine. No, here it's just obnoxious. The

entire book is built on bickering. Bickering between the MC and her cousins. Bickering between the

aunts. Bickering between the cousins and the ghosts. Bickering between the aunts and the cousins.

Bickering between the MC and the love interest. Bickering between the old lady and everyone.

Enough already! It's hard to like a story when you want to send every last character to their rooms

without dinner.2. The plot. Why the plot? Because there wasn't much of one. We have a murder

mystery in a book about a reporter who does very little investigating. Isn't that kind of a requirement

for murder mysteries? The whole book is about her killing time until the next bit of information is

revealed. She talks a big game about figuring out who the killer is, but doesn't do much more than

Google a few things and badger some ghosts. And when the ghosts can't tell her what she wants to

know? "Try to remember. It's important. And while you're doing that, I'm just going to go over here

and bicker.
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